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Dark shade = population under 18 years: light = population over 65 years  Source: US Census 

 

Source: US Census 
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Top Five Sources of Employment, 
2014, Ranked by County 

Hood River 
County 

Klickitat 
County 

Skamania 
County 

Wasco 
County 

Clark 
County 

Multnomah 
County 

Natural Resources 1 1   3     

Manufacturing 4 5 3       

Trade, Transportation and Utilities 3 4 4 2 1 1 

Professional, Business and Technical 
Services   3     3 2 

Educational and Health Services     5 1 2 3 

Leisure and Hospitality 2   1 5 5 4 

Local Government 5 2 2 4 4 5 

 

 
   

Source: Oregon Labor Market Information Service: Washington Employment Service 
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  Hood River Klickitat Skamania Wasco Multnomah Clark 

Amount of visitor spending that 
supports one job $81,570 $64,330 $69,890 $60,350 $106,730 $103,430 

Employee earnings generated by 
$100 in visitor spending 27 32 26 30 30 28 

Local and state tax revenues 
generated by $100 in visitor 
spending $4.70 $1.90 $2.00 $3.50 $9.10 $3.00 

Additional visitor spending if each 
resident household encouraged 
one overnight visitor per year $1,386,000 $940,000 $840,000 $1,290,000 $98,630,000 $27,860,000 

Additional employment if each 
resident household encouraged 
one additional overnight visitor 
per year 17 15 12 21 924 269 
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Top Urban Zip Codes of Overnight Visitors to Mt Hood-Gorge Region 

City % of regional visitors from specific urban 
area, 2008-2009 

% of regional visitors from specific urban 
area, 2012-2013 

Portland OR 32% 38% 

Seattle WA 13% 9% 

Los Angeles CA 7% 5% 

Eugene OR 4%  

San Fran/Oakland, San 
Jose CA 

4%  

Boise ID 4%  

Spokane ID/WA 4% 5% 

Yakima WA 4% 3% 

Salt Lake City, UT 4%  

Washington DC  3% 
Source: Longwoods International for Travel Oregon 

 
Top Home States for Overnight visitors to Mt Hood-Gorge region, 2008-2009 and 2012-2013 

State % of region’s visitors, 2008-09 % of region’s visitors, 2012-13 

Oregon 33% 37% 

Washington 23% 21% 

California 7% 9% 

Idaho 5%  

Florida  3% 
Source: Longwoods International for Travel Oregon
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Source: Longwoods International for Travel Oregon

Source: Longwoods International for Travel Oregon
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Source: Smith Travel Research 

 
 

 
Source: Smith Travel Research
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Source: Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department 

 
 

Source: Oregon State Parks and Recreation Department 
* Note that seasons are calendar year for prime time, fiscal year for low season
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Crowding rating (0 = no crowding, 9 = 
most crowded) 

Day use 
developed 

Overnight use 
developed 

Undeveloped Designative 
wilderness 

FY2006 5.2 5.3 4.7  

FY2011 5.5 5.4 4.8 4.8 
2011 Visitor Use Report, National Forest in Columbia Gorge National Scenic Area 

Sub-region Perceived crowding on a scale of 1-9 
(9 is most crowded) 

Columbia River (the river shore on both sides) 3.41 

Western Gateway- transition from the urban area, offering views and 
pastoral landscape 

3.20 

Walls and Falls- including much of the Historic Columbia River Highway, 
with historic Civilian Conservation Corp buildings 

4.86 

Columbia Tributaries- wild and scenic rivers, heritage in the White Salmon, 
Klickitat area 

2.65 

Skamania Highlands- mix of pastoral and wild landscape 3.20 

Oak Pine Flowers- includes Rowena Plateau. Wildflowers, Native American 
areas, sunshine 

3.44 

Celilo Grasslands- larger farms and ranches, mouth of Deschutes River, 
Celilo  

n/a 

Columbia River Gorge MetaAnalysis, 2013 

 

http://www.write-to-know.com/


 
Prepared for Travel Oregon by Kathi Jaworski, Write to Know consulting 

www.write-to-know.com 

 24 

Source: Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
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Basic Site or Area 
Information 

Short Description of Issues - user 
conflicts; impacts to adjacent natural, 
cultural & scenic resources; unwanted 

or unmanaged use; conflicts 
w/adjacent land ownerships; 
unauthorized facilities; etc. 

Manager's Perception 
of WHY there is an Issue 

at this location/site.  

Potential for future 
legitimate use at this 

location/site. Site or Area Name State 

Archer Mt WA 
Unauthorized user developed trail to 

access Archer Mt.   Unauthorized 
access to DNR Natural Area 

User groups desire to 
access top of Archer Mt 

and implement the 
Washougal to Stevenson 
trail. Dramatic views and 

wildflowers. 

Very desirable hike with 
views and proximity to 
urban area.  Significant 

concerns with 
introduction of noxious 
weeds and impacts to 

Natural Area. 

Aldrich Mt-
Carpenter Lake 

WA 
Unauthorized user trail development 

along old road beds.  Soil erosion.  
Historic use. 

User groups desire for 
more trails access to 

Aldrich Mt. and shorter 
access to PCT and Table 

Mt.  Dramatic views. 

Very desirable hike with 
views and proximity to 
urban area.  Trailhead 

location and access may 
be an issue.   

Sandy River Delta OR  

Overcrowded, however not an issue 
with users.  Conflict with resources - 

impacts to riparian zone.  Car clouting.  
Parking & congestion.  Dog waste. 

People management issues related to 
high use site - enforcement of 

regulations, injuries 

Proximity to the urban 
area.  One of very few 
off leash dog walking 
areas in the Portland 

Metro Area. 

NA 

Multnomah Falls OR  

Overcrowded, however not an issue 
with users.  Conflict with resources - 

impacts to riparian zone, and 
harassment of fish.  Car clouting.  

Parking & congestion.  People 
management issues related to high 

use site - enforcement of regulations, 
injuries etc. 

Multnomah Falls has 
been coined as the 
crown jewel of the 

Columbia River Gorge.   

NA 
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Post Canyon OR  

Highly impacted in small areas - soil 
compaction and erosion.  

Unauthorized trail development and 
trail construction. 

Adjacent to Hood River 
County Mt bike and OHV 

trail system.  

Currently working with a 
collaborative group to 
develop a proposal for 
future EA.  Potential to 

develop beginner to 
intermediate mtn. bike 

trails. 

Rowena-
Memaloose 

OR  
Unauthorized user trail system 

development.  

Wildflower viewing in 
spring and dramatic 

views.  Lack of trails on 
eastside of the Gorge.  
Beautiful setting in the 

spring. 

Will likely be a highly 
desirable trail during 

spring and fall.  
Spectacular views.  Part of 

trail system connecting 
Hood River to The Dalles.   

Columbia Falls 
Natural Area 

WA  

Illegal trail building, impacts to rare 
ecosystems and rare species, potential 

introduction of invasive weeds 
Beautiful area that 
people want to see.   

May have potential future 
use with careful planning 

away from sensitive areas.   

Little White Salmon 
NFH 

WA 
Inadequate launch, take out, parking.  

Conflict with fishermen. 

growing popularity, 
launch difficulties, 

historic disregard by 
hatchery staff 

funding for launch, take 
out sites, parking 

Little White Salmon 
NFH 

WA sport-tribal conflict 
greed/racism 

little without changes in 
sport fishing regulations 

Dabney State Park OR safety issues with road side parking 
extra river area parking 

needed YES 

Lewis and 
Clark/Sandy River OR safety issues with road side parking 

extra river area parking 
needed Yes 

Post 
Canyon(Senecca 

Fouts) OR trail density, illegal trails,  

historical trail building 
use/non-agency 

involvement; desirable 
area YES 

Historic Columbia 
River Highway 

Waterfall Corridor OR congestion, pedestrian safety 
growing popularity, lack 

of useable space   

Beacon Rock TH WA 

Route Grooming, illegal bolting, 
seasonal closures, lack of parking, user 

conflict/parking in parking lot, semis 
using area, blind corner, congestion 

Desirable location, lack 
rock climbing in the area   

Hatchery WA 
congestion, pedestrian safety, dogs off 

leash 
lack of river access, 

popular activity Yes 

Beacon Rock Lower 
Picnic Area WA 

congestion, lack of parking, have to 
actually have to ranger direct parking Popularity of the site   

Columbia River OR/WA 

Conflict with Tribal Gill Nets with 
anglers, wind surfers, kite boarders.  

Anchoring nets on public land.     

Dalles Mt Ranch WA Deer hunting in closed area 
Lack of awareness, 

recently acquired land No Hunting on State Park 

Taylor Lakes (out 
grant) OR 

Sanitation and litter, Law Enforcement 
Issues 

River Front Trail and 
Lake attracts use   

Source: Columbia River Gorge NSA Interagency Recreation Report background data, courtesy of Mt Hood National Forest 
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Source: Columbia River Gorge NSA Interagency Recreation Report, 2014 
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Interstate 84, Oregon State Highway 14, Washington 

Mile marker Location Mile Marker Location 

17.71 .4 miles west of Sandy River, Troutdale 16.12 After junction Washougal River Rd 

22.4 .3 miles east of Corbett 21.77 Entrance Skamania County 

25.19 .2 miles east of Rooster Rock State Park 41.5 Before junction to Bridge of Gods 

28.16 .3 miles east of Bridal Veil 44.18 After junction Seymour Rd 

31.89 .5 miles east of Multnomah Falls 47.5 After junction Sprague Landing Rd 

40.7 .2 miles west of Bonneville Dam 63.52 Before junction WA141 Spur 

42.8 .5 miles west of West Cascade Locks 63.53 After junction WA141 Spur 

43.58 .2 miles east of West Cascade Locks 65.08 After junction Hood River Bridge 

56.34 .3 miles east of Viento 66.41 Before junction WA141 

64.24 .2 miles west of Hood River Bridge 66.66 After junction WA141 

69.59 .2 miles west of Mosier 83.5 Before junction US97 

75.93 .72 miles west of Rowena 83.57 After junction US97 

85.27 .24 miles west of Brewery Grade   

87.31 .3 miles west of US97   

97.44 .3 miles east of US97   
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Historic Columbia River Highway OR 35, Hood River to Government Camp WA 141, Bingen to Trout Lake 

Milepost Location Milepost Location Milepost Location 

.03 Sandy River Bridge 101.72 .1 mile south of US 30 0 Junction with WA 14 

2.75 .2 miles east of SE Stark 97.61 .2 miles north of Dethman 
Ridge Dr. 

4.69 East of junction with WA 
141 spur 

6.72 .05 west of NE Corbett Hill 
Rd 

95.9 .1 mile north of Neal Creek Rd 4.74 West of junction with 
WA141 spur 

6.87 .13 east of NE Corbett Hill Rd 95.15 .1 mile south of Odell Highway 8.70 White Salmon River Bridge 

13.94 .01 miles west of Bridal Veil 
State Park 

90.57 .2 miles north of Miller Rd 12.55 Before junction with 
Glenwood Hwy 

30.41 .02 miles SW of ramp to 
Bridge of Gods 

88.34 .07 miles north of Hood River 
Hwy 

12.56 After junction with 
Glenwood Hwy 

48.93 .05 miles east of Columbia 
River Hwy 

85 .2 miles south of Hood River 
Hwy 

24.12 After junction with Park Rd 

49.49 .05 miles east of Wasco St 
(Hood River) 

57.79 .02 miles east of US26   

50.17 .05 miles east of 13
th

 St. 56 .5 miles west of US 26   

50.72 .02 miles west of 2
nd

 St 54.13 .1 mile west of Timberline Hwy   

50.76 .02 miles east of 2
nd

 St ramp 
to I-84 

52.78 .1 mile west of road to 
Government Camp 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
http://industry.traveloregon.com/research/archive/the-economic-significance-of-bicycle-related-travel-in-oregon-2012-dean-runyan-associates/
http://industry.traveloregon.com/research/archive/the-economic-significance-of-bicycle-related-travel-in-oregon-2012-dean-runyan-associates/
http://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Final-Final-Report.pdf
http://industry.traveloregon.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Final-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/opt/pdf/biketourismexecsumm.pdf
http://www.ncdot.gov/bikeped/download/bikeped_research_EIAoverview.pdf
http://www.bikeleague.org/resources/reports/pdfs/economic_benefits_bicycle_infrastructure_report.pdf
http://sage.wisc.edu/IGERT/download/bicycling_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.visitbend.com/usa-cycling-cyclocross-survey.pdf
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
http://www.cyclingresourcecentre.org.au/images/uploads/post/attachment/The_Economic_Impact_of_the_Nature_Valley_Bicycle_Festival_-_2010.pdf
http://bikeportland.org/2013/05/22/research-mountain-biking-boosts-rural-oregon-economies-87114
http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research.recreation.html
http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research.recreation.html
http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research.paddlesports.html
http://industry.traveloregon.com/content/uploads/2015/07/OutdoorRecParticipationReport2014.pdf
http://www.oregonartscommission.org/sites/www.oregonartscommission.org/files/oac_connections_tourism_1.pdf
http://www.bbr.unl.edu/documents/heritage_tourism.pdf
http://californiaagriculture.ucanr.org/landingpage.cfm?article=ca.v065n02p57&fulltext=yes
http://www.colorado.com/sites/default/master/files/HAgPLANFINAL.pdf
http://industry.traveloregon.com/upload/otc/departments/consumer/research/oregontravel_and_productpurchasereport04_25_11.pdf
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 

Source: Longwoods International for Travel Oregon. * Regional day tripper expense estimate applies 
region’s overnight spending as a percentage of statewide overnight spending to statewide data on day 
tripper expense.  

 

 Perceived 
crowding 
(Scale of 9, 
higher = 
more 
crowded 

29 years 
and 
younger 

30-59 
years old 

60 or older More than 
$100K 
household 
income 

Children 
in group 

People 
per 
vehicle 

Columbia River 3.41 13.5% 63.6% 22.9% No data No data No data 

Western Gateway  3.20 28.5% 59.9% 11.6% 19.7% 8.2% 1.52 

Walls and falls  4.86 28.2% 58.9% 12.9% 20.7% 23.0% 2.80 

Columbia tributaries  2.65 28.6% 66.2% 5.2% 15.4% 86.9% 2.8 

Skamania Highlands 3.20 18.6% 70.3% 12.1% 12.1% 20.0% 2.03 

Oak Pine Flowers 3.44 14.8% 66.1% 19% 19.2% 9.7% 2.47 

Celilo grasslands  n/a       
Columbia River Gorge MetaAnalysis, 2013 

  

http://www.write-to-know.com/
http://industry.traveloregon.com/industry-resources/product-development/culinary-and-agri-tourism-development/culinary-agritourism-statewide-work-group/
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Trip Characteristics of Visitors to the Columbia Gorge NSA, by Subregion, 2011 

 Day Trip Overnight Trip % of Overnight 
Trips 3 days or 
more 

Miles traveled to reach CRG 
destination 

Columbia River 97.8% 2.2% 30.7% 242 

Western Gateway 96.9% 3.1% 60% 51 

Walls and falls 56.6% 43.4% 78.4% 771 

Columbia tributaries  65.7% 34.3% 30.7% 108 

Skamania Highlands 96.7% 3.3% 50% 208 

Oak Pine Flowers 84. 0% 16.0% 75.2% 237 

Celilo grasslands      
Columbia River Gorge MetaAnalysis, 2013 

 

Public Lands Hot Spots at Risk for Overuse and Congestion, 2014 

Site or Area Name State Agency Recreation Activity Type(s) 
Period 
of Use 

Degree of 
Issue 

Cape Horn WA FS Hiking 
year 

round 
Low 

Ozone Climbing Wall WA FS/WSDOT Rock Climbing 
March-

Oct 
Moderate 

Prindle Mt WA FS/DNR Hiking 
year 

round 
Moderate 

Archer Mt WA FS/DNR Hiking 
year 

round 
High 

High Valley WA FS/DNR Hiking & ATV 
year 

round 
Moderate 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
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Woodard Cr WA FS Hiking 
year 

round 
Low 

Beaver Pond WA FS Camping/Day Use June-Oct Low 

Aldrich Mt-Carpenter 
Lake 

WA FS Hiking 
year 

round 
High 

Wind River Hot Springs WA FS/Private Bathing June-Oct Moderate 

Wind Mt WA FS/Private Hiking 
year 

round 
Moderate 

Frog Lake WA FS Camping/Day Use June-Oct Low 

Collins Slide Area WA  FS Hiking/Mt Bike/OHV 
year 

round 
Low 

Coyote Wall Climbing 
Wall 

WA FS Rock Climbing 
March-

June 
Low 

Catherine Cr. Wall 
Climbing Walls 

WA FS Rock Climbing 
March-

June 
Low 

Klickitat Spit WA FS/Private/WSDOT Kite Boarding/Wind Surfing 
March-

Oct 
Moderate 

Klickitat River Park - 
River Mi 1 

WA FS/County Camping/Day Use 
May-
Sept. 

Moderate 

Dalles Mt Road 
Property 

WA FS/Private Hiking Feb-May Low 

Sandy River Delta OR  FS 
Hiking/Equestrian/ Dog Walking/ 

mountain biking 
year 

round 
High 

Corbett Area Trails OR  FS/Private Equestrian 
year 

round 
Low 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
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Palmer Mill OR  FS Hiking/Equestrian 
year 

round 
Moderate 

Devils Rest Area OR  FS Hiking 
year 

round 
Moderate 

Rat Cave/Mist Falls 
Climbing Wall  

OR  FS Rock Climbing 
March-

Oct 
Low 

Multnomah Falls OR  FS Sightseeing/Hiking 
year 

round 
High 

Cascade Locks Mt Bike 
Proposal 

OR  FS Mt biking/equestrian/hiking 
year 

round 
Moderate 

Hole in the Wall Falls 
Climbing Wall 

OR  FS/State Park Rock Climbing 
March-

Oct 
Low 

Post Canyon OR  
FS/County/State 

Park 
Mt biking/equestrian/hiking/OHV 

March-
Oct 

High 

Rowena-Memaloose OR  
FS/State 

Park/Private 
Hiking Feb-June High 

7 Mile Hill OR  FS/Private Hiking Feb-June Moderate 

Chenoweth Table OR  FS/Private Hiking/Mt Bike/equestrian/OHV Feb-June Moderate 

Bonneville Fish 
Hatchery 

OR  ODFW Tours May-Sept Moderate 

Columbia Falls Natural 
Area 

WA  DNR  
Rogue hiking trails, some built in sensitive 

areas.  

Mostly 
May-
Sept.  High 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
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Stiegerwald Wildlife 
Refuge 

WA USFWS 
Trailhead with ADA outhouse, kiosk, gate, 

entry sign, and 2 3/4 mile trail with 
interpretive art 

April - 
October 

Low 

Little White Salmon 
NFH 

WA USFWS kayaking 
Year 

Around 
High 

Little White Salmon 
NFH 

WA USFWS Tribal Platform Fishing April-Aug High 

Spring Creek NFH   USFWS 
windsurfing, paddle board, kite board (on 

FWS/COE land, not State Parks) 
April-Oct Low 

Home Valley Wetland WA USACE undetermined   low 

Mayer-Squally Pt OR OPRD kiteboarding June-Aug  MED 

Crown Pt OR OPRD base jumping 
year 

round MED 

Crown Pt OR OPRD observation/party 
year 

round   

Dabney State Park OR OPRD illegal roadside parking May-Sept High 

Lewis and Clark/Sandy 
River OR OPRD illegal roadside parking May-Sept High 

Post Canyon(Senecca 
Fouts) OR OPRD mountain biking /trail building 

year 
round High 

Historic Columbia River 
Highway Waterfall 

Corridor OR OPRD/FS/ODT driving for pleasure, sight seeing 
year 

round High 

Beacon Rock TH WA WPRC Rock Climbing 
year 

round High 

Hatchery WA WPRC Windsurfing 
year 

round High 

Beacon Rock Lower 
Picnic Area WA WPRC Hiking Apr-Sep High 

Columbia River OR/WA   
Fishing, windsurfing, kite boarding, 

boating 
year 

round High 

Dalles Mt Ranch WA WPRC Hunting 
year 

round High 

Duncan Cr Falls WA DNR/FS Hiking 
year 

round Low 

Hamilton Natural Area WA USACE Day Use & Fishing year MED 

http://www.write-to-know.com/
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round 

Taylor Lakes (out 
grant0 OR USACE Day Use, Fishing, Hiking & Biking 

year 
round High 

Washougal Oaks WA DNR Hiking 
year 

round Low 

Lower White Salmon WA Private White Water Boating 
year 

round MED 

Source: Columbia River Gorge NSA Interagency Recreation Report background data, courtesy of Mt Hood National Forest 
 

First 
Name 

Last Name Organization Title 

Heidi  Beierle Clackamas County Tourism  Council Destination  Development Lead 

Kim  Bennett Washington  Tourism Alliance Board Member 

Becky  Brun Gorge Owned / Weinstein PR / Hood River City 

Council / Hood River County Visitors  Council 

Independent Writer, Editor and PR 

Consultant / Board Member 

Arlene  Burns City of Mosier Mayor 

Rene'  Carroll City of Washougal Tourism Contractor 

Terry  Cullen Columbia River Gorge  Commission Principal Planner 

Lisa  Farquharson The Dalles Area Chamber of  Commerce President/CEO 

Kathy  Fitzpatrick City Manager City of Mosier, Oregon 

Maria  Foley Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 

Mike  Glover Hood River County Chamber of  Commerce Executive Director 

Kevin  Gorman Friends of the Columbia Gorge Executive Director 

Kate  Hart Columbia Gorge Winegrowers  Association Executive Coordinator 

Stan  Hinatsu U.S. Forest Service Recreation Program Manager, Columbia River 

Gorge National Scenic  Area 

Amanda  Hoey Mid-Columbia  Economic  Development District Executive Director 

Holly  Howell Port of Cascade Locks Marketing & Development  Manager 

Andreua  Knight-Gaige The Dalles Area Chamber of  Commerce Tourism Coordinator 

Steve  Kruger Oregon State Parks and  Recreation Park Manager, East Gorge 

Maui  Meyer Hood River County / Rural Development  Initiatives Commissioner / Board Member 

Sofia Urrutia-Lopez Tourism Coordinator City of Cascade Locks, Oregon 

Mary  Pellegrini Old Parkdale Inn Bed & Breakfast Owner 

Casey  Roeder Columbia River Gorge Visitor Association / Skamania 

County Chamber of Commerce 

President 

Karen  Schaaf West Columbia Gorge Chamber of  Commerce Board Member 

Kate  Sinner Regional  Solutions Coordinator Office of the Governor 

Michele  Spatz Mid-Columbia  Economic  Development District Project/Mobility Manager 

Kristen  Stallman Oregon Dept. of Transportation / Region  1 Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 

Coordinator 

Renee  Tkach Friends of the Columbia Gorge /  CRGVA Gorge Towns to Trails Project Manager / 

Board Member 
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